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Ray, why are you leaving?  Will you be going some-
where else?
RA: I’m leaving the Foundation because I’m retiring.  My 
wife, Barbara, and I will continue to live in West Hartford, 
although we hope to do more traveling.

When will this change be effec-
tive?
RA: December 31, 2007.  The New 
Year will open with a new individual 
trustee.

What will be your relationship 
to Donaghue once this change 
happens?  

RA: I’ve told Lynne and Sheilah that I will remain available to 
consult with them any time they would like to call upon me.

Why did you choose Lynne to fill your position as 
Trustee?
RA: After considering several people, I chose Lynne because 
I felt she was the best choice. She has provided great lead-
ership as executive director and I am confident that she will 
help the Foundation continue its mission in the future.  
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On the occasion of the first change in the Donaghue Foundation’s 
individual trustee, it is fitting that we reflect on what it means to serve as 
a trustee of a charitable testamentary trust. Trusteeship is about duty, 
the duty of a person or organization (such as a bank) entrusted with the 
safeguarding of assets and the pursuit with them of an important cause 
for public benefit.

To whom does the trustee owe this duty? To the person who estab-
lished the trust and its purpose, to the public which is to benefit from it, 
and to the trustee’s own conscience. How is the duty discharged? By 
faithfully following the testamentary intent expressed in the grantor’s will 
and by diligently determining the best way to promote the contemplated 
benefits from time to time as conditions change.

To be trusted to be a trustee is a distinct honor, because there is no 
higher order of fiduciary obligation than trusteeship; the law of trusts 
sets the highest standards of competent performance and selfless loyalty. 
The Donaghue trustees are confident that Dr. Lynne Garner, who has 
been carefully selected for the honor of serving as the second individual 
trustee, will meet these standards over the years to come.

Donaghue Dictionary: Trustee

Who was involved in making that decision? 
RA: As determined by the Will, the individual trustee replaces 
him or herself.  It’s a serious responsibility, and I consulted 
with Sheilah Rostow as the representative of my co-Trustee 
and with advisers.

What exactly is the role of Trustee?  
RA: Overall fiduciary responsibility for the assets and func-
tions of the Foundation.  The trustees interpret the purpose 
as set by Miss Donaghue and set the mission and policies 
for the Foundation.

Lynne, what is your role as executive 
director?
LG: The executive director is responsible 
for the execution of the trustees’ policies 
and the day-to-day operation of the 
Foundation.

How do the two roles differ?
LG:  The position of individual trustee is 
specified in the Will and therefore must be a part of the 
Foundation for as long as it exists.  In contrast to this, the 
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