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trans • lat •́ ion • al
ranslation” has its roots in two Latin words, trans, meaning across, and latus,
the past participle of the verb ferro, meaning to carry. Hence translation is

the carrying across of something to another place or another form (or, most com-
monly, another language). The adjective “translational” simply refers to the activity
or the thing that is carried, and in health research the term is commonly applied to
studies seeking to carry basic research discoveries across the gap to actual practice.
Donaghue favors translational
research, but not only in the
sense of bridging the tiny space
between basic science
and the immediate
next step, where
actual application
to a problem is
first contemplated.
Donaghue seeks to
promote carrying the
basic knowledge step
after step, all the way
along to a realizable
practical benefit to
human life. D
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n the previous issue of Practically
Speaking, we announced a change in

the scope of the Donaghue Investigator
program for 2004. For this year’s applica-
tion cycle, the Trustees will be accepting
applications from investigators pursuing
research in the areas of pain management,
patient safety, injury prevention, the orga-
nization of health delivery services, ethics
of healthcare and research, or programs
that are testing interventions to relieve
suffering or prevent disease. Please note
that the topic of “ethics of healthcare and
research” was inadvertently missing from
the previous announcement; applications
focusing on this research topic are
welcome.

Prospective applicants should also note
that the application, which is in Microsoft
Word format and may be downloaded from
the Foundation web site (www.donaghue.org),
has been slightly modified to make it easier
to use. We have taken the “protected” status
off certain sections so that you can underline
and bold text and select different fonts. In
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these sections, however, please use a standard
type font, 11-12 point size with no more
than six lines per vertical inch. Contact the
Foundation office at (860) 521-9011 if you
have questions about the application process.

The application deadline is Thursday,
April 29, 2004 at Noon. D
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